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Announcements  Pastor Anita Peebles  

Prelude    Christian Broughton  

Antiphon III: “O Ye Daughters of  Jerusalem,” Op. 18, No. 3  

MARCEL DUPRÉ  

Call to Worship  Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove  

One:  In this weary world,  

ALL:  we sing of  joy.    

One:  In this fragile world,     

ALL:  we lift each other up.    

One:  In this beautiful world,     

ALL:  we look for God.    

One:  In this tender world,     

ALL:  we hold onto hope.     

One:  This is the invitation of  faith.  So in this time of  worship, may we sing, lift up, 

look for, and hold onto our with-us God.   

ALL:  With hope in our hearts, amen!   

We gather on the unceded ancestral lands of  the Coast Salish people, past and present. With gratitude, we 

honor the land itself  and the legacy of  the First People of  Seattle, the Duwamish Tribe. May we remember 

that the oppression of  Native peoples is not a relic of  the past but continues today. And may we,  

through God’s Spirit, repent and walk forward together, changing systems that discriminate as we live into 

authentic diversity and healing. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

*If  it is comfortable, you are invited to stand. 
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*Hymn 122 “Come, O Long–Expected Jesus” STUTTGART  

Time with Children  Pastor Anita Peebles  

Advent Candle Lighting      David Delgado 

    & Susan Blythe-Goodman  

 *Candle Lighting Song 107 (v. 4)   REJOICE, REJOICE 

 “Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn”    

Scripture MATTHEW 1:18-25 (NRSVUE)  

Now the birth of  Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from 

the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 

public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an 

angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of  David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 

will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of  the 
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Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations with her until 

she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

Reader: For the word of  God in scripture,  

for the word of  God among us, and for the word of  God within us, 

All: Thanks be to God.  

Call to Giving  Lynn Gaertner-Johnson  

*Hymn 128 “In the Bleak Midwinter” CRANHAM  

Prayer  Pastor Anita Peebles  

Anthem “Wexford Carol”  Sanctuary Choir 

 arr. ELAINE HAGENBERG  

Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind,   

What our good God for us has done, in sending the beloved Son.  

With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas day,  

In Bethlehem upon that morn, there was a blessed Messiah born.  

  

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks and lambs and feeding sheep;  

To whom God’s angels did appear which put the shepherds in great fear.  

“Prepare and go,” the angels said, “To Bethlehem, be not afraid.  

For there you’ll find this happy morn, a princely babe sweet Jesus born.”  

  

With thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find  

And as God’s angels had foretold, they did our Savior Christ behold.  

Within a manger he was laid, and by his side, the Virgin maid  

Attending on the Lord of  life, who came to earth to end all strife.  

Scripture LUKE 1:46-55 (NRSVUE) Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove 

 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of  his servant. 

    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name; 

indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
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You may give financially to SFBC online here: 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has come to the aid of  his child Israel, 

    in remembrance of  his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Reader: For the word of  God in scripture,  

for the word of  God among us, and for the word of  God within us, 

All: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon  “A Song of  Hope and Promise” Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove  

*Hymn 154  AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  

Benediction  Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove  

Postlude     Christian Broughton 

 Magnificat VI: “Gloria,” Op. 18, No. 15  

 MARCEL DUPRÉ   

 

Children are a treasured part of our community. Please find a Worship Adventure Packet or 

a Busy Box at the tables in the foyer. Children are free to use these resources in the pews or 

in the Wiggle Room, a mostly soundproof room on the north end of the sanctuary where 

young worshippers and people who need to move around can see and hear the service. 

Every  minor in the Wiggle Room must be attended by an adult. 
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ARTIST’S STATEMENT 


