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Announcements  Pastor Anita Peebles  

Prelude “Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her”  Christian Broughton 

 ERNST PEPPING   

I. Allegro cantabile  

II. Scherzando  

III. Pastorale  

Call to Worship  Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove 

One:  In a world that is lonely,    

ALL:  we will save a seat for you.    

One:  In a world that is anxious,    

ALL:  we will light candles against the gloom.   

One:  In a world that is weary,    

ALL:  we will sing songs of  joy and truth.   

One:  I am not alone.   

ALL:  We are not alone.   

One:  For here in this place, God is weaving us together.   

ALL:  Light the candles! Sing with joy!  

 We are a three-cord strand, not easily broken.   

*Hymn 101 “Comfort, Comfort O My People” PSALM 42  

Time with Children  Pastor Anita Peebles  

We gather on the unceded ancestral lands of  the Coast Salish people, past and present. With 

gratitude, we honor the land itself  and the legacy of  the First People of  Seattle, the Duwamish 

Tribe. May we remember that the oppression of  Native peoples is not a relic of  the past but 

continues today. And may we, through God’s Spirit, repent and walk forward together, changing 

systems that discriminate as we live into authentic diversity and healing. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

*If  it is comfortable, you are invited to stand. 
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Welcome New Members  

Jacob Maez  Kat Thomas  

Please join in reading the mission covenant when invited.  

We are a community of  faith united in exploring what it means to follow the way of  

Jesus Christ, to be a people of  God, and to love and care for our neighbors. As a 

church we will know no circles of  exclusion, no bridges we will not cross, and no 

loyalties above those that we owe to God.  

Advent Candle Lighting  New Members 

*Candle Lighting Song 107  REJOICE, REJOICE 

 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”    

Scripture RUTH 1:1-18, 22 (NRSVUE) Kira Walmsley 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of  

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of  Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The 

name of  the man was Elimelech and the name of  his wife Naomi, and the names of  his 

two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They 

went into the country of  Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of  Naomi, 

died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of  the one 

was Orpah and the name of  the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 
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both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and 

her husband. 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of  Moab, for she 

had heard in the country of  Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them 

food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in

-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of  Judah. But Naomi said to her 

two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of  you to your mother’s house. May the Lord deal 

kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may 

find security, each of  you in the house of  your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they 

wept aloud. They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” But Naomi 

said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb 

that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too 

old to have a husband. Even if  I thought there was hope for me, even if  I should have a 

husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you 

then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for 

you, because the hand of  the Lord has turned against me.” Then they wept aloud again. 

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 

So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 

after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you, to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; 

where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus to me, and more 

as well, if  even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 

So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back 

with her from the country of  Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of  the 

barley harvest. 

Reader: For the word of  God in scripture, for the word of  God among 

us, and for the word of  God within us, 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Call to Giving  Doug Beasley  

*Hymn 345 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY 

Prayer   Pastor Anita Peebles  
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Anthem “Beautiful Star of  Bethlehem”  Sanctuary Choir  

 – arr. SHAWN KIRCHNER 

O beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shining a far through shadows dim,   

Giving a light for those who long have gone,  

And guiding the wisemen on their way unto the place where Jesus lay,  

Beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shine on.  

Refrain:  

Beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shine upon the glory dawn,  

Give us thy light to light the way until the land of  perfect day.   

Beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shine on.  

O beautiful star, the hope of  light, guiding the pilgrim through the night,  

Over the mountain till the break of  dawn.  

And into the light of  perfect day it will give out a lovely ray,   

Beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shine on.  Refrain  

O beautiful star, the hope of  rest for the redeemed, the good, the blest,  

Yonder in glory when the crown is won.  

For Jesus is now the star divine, brighter and brighter He will shine,  

Beautiful star of  Bethlehem, shine on.  Refrain  

Scripture ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12 (NRSVUE) 

Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. For if  they fall, one 

will lift up the other, but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to 

help. Again, if  two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And 

though one might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not 

quickly broken. 

Reader: For the word of  God in scripture, for the word of  God among 

us, and for the word of  God within us, 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  “Two Are Better Than One” Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove  
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You may give financially to SFBC online here: 

*Hymn  “People, Look East” BESANÇON  

Benediction  Pastor Leigh Curl-Dove  

Postlude    Christian Broughton  

 Toccata on “Veni, Redemptor gentium,” Op. 5, No. 10  

 PAUL MANZ 

 

Thank you to our guest musician, Teddy Wiggins, for the music this morning.   

 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour. 
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ARTIST’S STATEMENT 

(Artist’s statement continued on page 7) 


